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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


SECTION  1. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
•of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  G-eneral  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  each  respectively,  to  elect  six  reputable  citizens,  residents 
of  said  city,  who  shall  be  styled  Guai'dians  of  the  Poor  ;  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  Guardians  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  after 
their  election,  and  after  being  duly  sworn  or  affirmed  before  the 
Mayor  or  an  Alderman  of  said  city,  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
their  office  with  fidelity,  they  shall,  after  electing  a  president 
from  their  own  body,  removable  at  their  pleasure,  divide  them¬ 
selves  into  classes  by  lot,  as  follows,  viz  :  the  Guardians  by  each 
Council  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  respectively,  the  first 
class  to  serve  until  the  first  Tuesday  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  the  second  until  the  first  Tuesday 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  the 
third  until  the  first  Tuesday  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Select 
and  Common  Councils,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  February,  next, 
ensuing,  and  annually  thereafter,  each  respectively,  to  elect  two 
Guardians  to  serve  for  three  years  ;  Provided,  that  all  vacancies 
shall  be  supplied  by  the  proper  Council,  and  only  for  the  unex¬ 
pired  term. 

SECTION  2. 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  said  Guardians 
shall  have  full  power  to  sell  and  dispose  of,  to  the  best  advantage, 
all  and  any  part  of  the  poor  house  property,  situated  in  Allegheny 
city,  which  may  remain  unsold  at  the  time  of  their  going  into  of¬ 
fice,  the  proceeds  of  which,  together  with  such  as  may  have  been 
realized  from  any  sales  of  said  property,  previously  made  by 
Councils  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  shall  be  subject  to  their  con¬ 
trol  ;  and  whatever  balance  may  remain  after  making  full  provis¬ 
ions  for  securing  the  payment  of  the  bonds  issued  by  said  city. 
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for  the  purchase  of  the  city  farm,  shall  be  used  for  the  erection 
of  buildings,  the  purchase  of  stock,  farming  utensils,  and  for  any 
improvements  or  repairs  on  said  farm,  which  the  board  of  Guar¬ 
dians  may  deem  advisable ;  said  farm  to  be  exempted  from  all 
state,  county  and  township  taxation ;  also,  that  the  action  of  the 
select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  in  purcha¬ 
sing  a  farm  for  the  accommodation  of  the  poor  of  said  city,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  said  councils,  as  soon  after  the  passage  of  this  act  as  practica¬ 
ble,  to  deliver  up  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor  peaceable  posses¬ 
sion  of  said  farm,  with  all  that  appertains  thereunto,  to  be  held 
by  them  and  their  successors  in  office  forever,  agreeably  to  the 
intention  of  this  act ;  also,  to  deliver  up  to  said  guardians  all 
moneys,  bonds,  mortgages  or  obligations  which  they  may  have 
received  for  any  portion  of  the  poor  house  property,  which  they 
may  have  sold  or  caused  to  be  sold.  i 

SECTION  3. 

That  the  said  guardians  of  the ‘poor,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
be  a  body  politic,  and  corporate  in  law,  by  the  name  of  the 
Guardians  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor  of  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh,  with  all  privileges,  powers,  and  faculties  of  a  body 
politic  and  corporate  ;  and  by  that  name  may  take,  hold,  and  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  organization  of  the  board,  shall  be  vested  with  all 
the  estate,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  whatsoever,  now  vested  in  or 
held  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  in  trust 
or  otherwise  ;  and  may  also  hold  to  them  or  their  successors,  any 
other  real  or  personal  estate  conveyed  to  them  by  grant,  bar¬ 
gain  or  sale,  or  by  gift,  bequest,  or  other  alienation  whatever ; 
and  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court 
of  record,  or  in  any  other  place  whatever;  and  may  have  a  com¬ 
mon  seal,  and  make  such  laws,  rules  and  orders  as  shall  appear 
to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  useful  and  necessary  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  said  corporation,  its  officers,  estates,  property,  and 
the  business  and  affairs  in  general  of  the  same  :  Provided,  That 
such  laws,  rules  and  orders  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitu¬ 
tion  and  laws  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States ;  Provided 
further,  That  said  guardians  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  any 
compensation  for  services  in  the  ordinary  discharge  of  their  du¬ 
ties,  but  shall  be  exempted  from  serving  as  jurors  and  from 
militarv  services. 

SECTION  4. 

That  said  guardians  shall  have  full  power  to  appoint,  and  at 
pleasure,  remove  all  the  necessary  officers  and  servants  ;  and  to 
fix  all  salaries,  and  to  require  sufficient  securities  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  respective  duties  ;  and  to  prescribe  and  have 
enforced  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  management 
and  government  of  those  who  may  become  inmates  of  the  house. 
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and  exercise  all  powers  and  authority  heretofore  vested  in  and 
exercised  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh ; 
to  assess  and  collect  the  necessary  amount  of  taxes,  as  other  city 
and  county  taxes  are  now  assessed  and  collected;  shall  keep  cor¬ 
rect  accounts  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  shall  allow 
free  access  to  the  same  to  any  committee  which  councils  may  see 
fit  to  appoint ;  said  accounts  shall  be  annually  audited  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  a  suitable  committee  appointed  by  councils  for  that 
purpose. 

SECTION  5. 

That  the  said  board  of  guardians,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
annually  appoint  a  fit  person,  removeable  at  their  pleasure,  to  act  as 
treasurer  of  the  said  corporation,  who  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the 
execution  of  his  office,  enter  into  a  bond  to  the  said  board  of  guar¬ 
dians,  with  two  or  more  sufficient  freehold  sureties,  in  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  at  the  expiration  thereof,  or  his 
removal  from  the  same,  he,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  his  legal  rep¬ 
resentatives,  shall  well  and  truly  pay  and  deliver  over  to  his 
successor  all  money,  books,  accounts  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
said  corporation,  which  shall  then  be  remaining  in  his  or  their 
hands  or  possession  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  or 
collectors  to  pay  over  in  every  week,  and  render  an  account  of 
all  moneys  which  they  shall  respectively  have  received  for  or  on 
account  of  the  said  poor  tax,  to  the  said  treasurer,  who  shall  give 
a  receipt  or  receipts  to  such  collector  or  collectors,  for  the  money 
which  he  or  they  shall  from  time  to  time  pay  to  him,  which  receipt 
or  receipts  shall  be  a  good  and  sufficient  discharge  to  the  said 
collector  or  collectors,  for  so  much  money  as  may  be  therein  ex¬ 
pressed  to  have  been  received  ;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  treas¬ 
urer  to  pay  out  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  said  corporation, 
in  his  hands,  all  orders  that  may  be  lawfully  drawn  on  him  by  the 
order  of  the  said  board  of  guardians,  signed  by  the  president,  or 
in  his  absence  by  the  chairman  for  the  time  being,  and  counter¬ 
signed  by  the  secretary. 

SECTION  6. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  guardians,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  to  appoint  and  employ  fit  persons,  who  are  cit¬ 
izens,  and  each  of  whom  shall  actually  reside  in  said  city,  to  be 
collectors  of  the  poor  tax  assessed  and  imposed  upon  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  said  city,  which  said  collectors,  so  to  be  appointed,  shall, 
with  two  or  more  sufficient  freehold  sureties  to  be  joined  therein, 
severally  make  and  execute  bond  or  bonds  to  the  said  guardians, 
in  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  their  duplicates,  condi¬ 
tioned  upon  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  as  collectors, 
and  the  final  adjustment  or  settlement  and  discharge  of  the  said 
collectors,  for  or  on  account  of  their  respective  duplicates  :  Pro- 
vided,  That  the  said  collector  or  collectors  shall  at  all  times 
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exhibit,  when  required,  their  accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  any  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  board 
of  guardians,  or  by  the  councils  of  said  city.  ^ 

SECTION  7. 

That  within  ten  days  after  the  organization  of  the  board  of 
guardians,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  de¬ 
liver  up  to  said  guardians,  any  and  every  claim,  interest  and 
obligation  which  they  may  have,  or  may  hereafter  acquire,  with 
all  books,  papers  and  other  documents  appertaining  to  their  office, 
together  with  any  moneys  they  may  have  on  hand  :  Provided, 
That  all  engagements,  contracts  or  obligations  lawfully  entered 
into  by  said  overseers,  in  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties, 
shall  be  carefully  observed  by  said  guardians,  according  to  the 
true  import  of  the  same,  as  if  the  overseers  still  continued  in 
office. 

SECTION  8. 

That  said  guardians  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive,  support 
or  employ  any  poor,  sick  or  infirm  persons,  from  any  township  in 
the  county  of  Allegheny,  on  such  terms  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  township  or  townships,  and 
said  guardians. 

SECTION  9. 

That  from  and  after  the  ororanization  of  the  board  of  guardians 

o  o 

of  the  poor,  as  above  provided  for,  the  office  of  overseer  of  the 
poor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall  forever  cease,  and  that  so 
much  of  any  law  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be  and  is  hereby 
repealed. 

JAMES  COOPER, 

Speaker  of  the  Plouse  of  Representatives. 

C.  H.  GIBBONS, 

^  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — the  sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-seven. 


FRS.  R.  SHUNK. 


AN  ACT 

Supplementary  to  an  Act  incorporating  the  Guardians  of  the  Poo7’ 
of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  passed  the  sixth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

SECTION  1. 

Pe  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  guardians 
of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  be  and  they  are  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  to  bind  out  to  service  any  poor  person  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  without  the  concurrence  of  justices  of  the 
peace,  as  required  of  overseers  of  the  poor  by  existing  laws  ;  the 
said  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall  from 
this  time  henceforth  have  the  power  and  authority  to  administer 
oaths  or  affirmations,  and  examine  such  pei’sons  as  they  may 
deem  proper,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  touching  the  business  of 
their  said  offices  as  such  guardians. 

SECTION  2. 

If  any  man,  being  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
shall  separate  himself  from  his  wife  without  reasonable  cause,  or 
shall  desert  his  children,  or  if  any  woman  shall  desert  her  children, 
leaving  them  a  charge  upon  the  district,  in  any  such  case  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  guardians  of  the  poor,  upon  complaint  or 
information  thereof  being  made  to  them,  by  any  citizen  of  the 
said  city  of  Pittsburgh,  to  issue  a  warrant  in  their  own  name,  to 
take  and  seize  so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  and  receive  so 
much  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  real  estate  of  such  man  or 
woman  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  guardians  of  the  poor  shall 
be  sufficient  to  provide  for  such  v/ife,  and  to  maintain  and  bring 
up  such  children,  which  sum  or  amount  shall  be  specified  in  such 
warrant ;  but  if  sufficient  real  or  personal  estate  cannot  be  found, 
then  to  take  the  body  of  such  man  (or  woman)  and  bring  him  (or 
her)  before  said  guardians,  at  a  time  to  be  specified  in  such  war¬ 
rant  ;  said  warrant  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  Allegheny 
county,  or  to  any  constable  of  said  county,  and  by  them  executed. 

SECTION  3. 

It  shall  be  lawTul  for  said  guardians  of  the  poor  on  the  return 
of  such  warrant,  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  magistrates 
are  directed  to  proceed  in  like  cases,  by  the  act  of  the  thirteenth 
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June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  “An 
Act  relating  to  the  support  and  employment  of  the  Poor.” 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 

j  ' 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

WM.  F.  JOHNSTON, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate, 


Approved  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty- eight. 


FRS.  R.  SHUNK. 


AN  ACT 

For  other  purposes  ;  and  in  relation  to  the  collection  of  poor  taxes 
in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 

SECTION  6. 

That  the  laws  now  in  force  relative  to  the  collection  of  county 
taxes  on  unseated  lots  or  lands  in  Allegheny  county,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  extended  and  made  applicable  to  the  collection 
of  all  taxes  for  the  support  and  maintennance  of  -the  poor  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh  ;  and  the  collectors  of  the  said  poor  tax,  and 
the  county  commissioners  and  treasurer  shall  be  governed  in 
all  respects  in  their  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  unseated  lots  or 
lands  for  said  poor  tax,  as  now  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of 
unseated  lots  or  lands  for  county  taxes. 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

GEORGE  DARSIE, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  fifth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

WM.  F.  JOHNSTON. 


\ 


AN  ACT 

Relating  to  the  support  and  employment  of  the  Poor, 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Section  1.  Overseers  to  provide  for  poor  persons  having  a  set¬ 
tlement  in  the  district. 


13 


Section  2.  If  the  pauper  be  able  to  work,  the  overseers  to  pro¬ 
vide  work  for  him,  &c. 
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vide  them  with  the  necessary  means  of  subsistence. 

Section  5,  Overseers  to  furnish  relief  to  paupers  not  having  a 
settlement  in  the  district,  until  they  can  be  removed. 

Section  6.  No  person  to  be  entered  in  the  poor  book  or  relieved 
without  an  order  from  two  justices  of  the  peace,  under  a 
penalty. 

Section  7.  Overseers  may  contract  for  the  support  and  employ- 
mont  of  paupers,  &c. 
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Section  16.  Overseers  may  remove  persons  likely  to  become 
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seers  of  the  place  where  he  was  last  settled. 

Section  24.  Appeal  to  the  Sessions,  on  refusal  of  a  magistrate 
to  grant  an  order  of  removal. 

Section  25.  Penalty  on  any  person  bringing  a  pauper  from  any 
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Section  26.  Every  person  bringing  any  black  or  mulatto  servant 
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Section  27.  Owners  of  negro  slaves  to  be  liable  for  their  sup¬ 
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AN  ACT 


Relating  to  the  support  and  employment  of  the  Poor. 


SECTION  1. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  overseers  of  every  district,  from  time  to  time,  to 
provide  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  for  every  poor  person  within 
the  district,  having  a  settlement  therein,  who  shall  apply  to 
tliem  for  relief. 

SECTION  2. 

If  such  poor  person  be  able  to  work,  but  cannot  find  employ¬ 
ment,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  to  provide  work  for 
him,  according  to  his  ability,  and  for  this  purpose  they  shall  pro¬ 
cure  suitable  places  and  a  sufficient  stock  of  materials. 

SECTION  3. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  any  district,  with  the 
concurrence  and  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisors  of  the 
townships,  to  employ  such  poor  persons,  being  a  male  of  suffi¬ 
cient  ability,  in  opening  or  repairing  any  road  or  highway  within 
the  district. 

SECTION  4. 

If  such  poor  person  by  reason  of  age,  disease,  infirmity  or 
other  disability,  be  unable  to  work,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
overseers  to  provide  him  with  the  necessary  means  of  subsistence. 

SECTION  5. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  of  every  district  to 
furnish  relief  to  every  poor  person  within  the  district,  not  hav¬ 
ing  a  settlement  therein,  who  shall  apply  to  them  for  the  re¬ 
lief,  until  such  person  can  be  removed  to  the  place  of  his  set¬ 
tlement. 

SECTION  6.- 

No  person  shall  be  entered  on  the  poor  book  of  any  district, 
or  receive  relief  from  any  overseers,  before  such  person,  or  some 
one  in  his  behalf,  shall  have  procured  an  order  from  two  magis¬ 
trates  of  the  county  for  the  same,  and  in  case  any  overseer  shall 
enter  in  the  proper  book,  or  relieve  such  poor  person  without 
such  order,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  or  value 
given,  unless  such  entry  or  relief  shall  be  approved  of  by  two 
magistrates  as  aforesaid. 
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SECTION  7. 

1 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  every  district  to  Contract 
with  any  person  for  a  house  or  lodging  for  keeping,  maintaining 
and  employing  such  poor  persons  of  the  district  as  shall  be  ad¬ 
judged  proper  objects  of  relief,  and  there  to  keep,  maintain  and 
employ  such  poor  persons,  and  to  receive  the  benefit  of  their 
work  and  labor,  for  and  towards  their  maintenance  and  . support, 
and  if  any  poor  person  shall  refuse  to  be  kept  and  employed  in 
such  house,  he  shall  not  ^be  entitled  to  receive  relief  from  the 
overseers  during  such  refusal. 

.  SECTION  8. 

It  shall  be  lawfid  for  the  overseers  of  every  district,  with  the 
approbation  and  consent  of  two  or  more  magistrates  of  the  same 
county,  to  put  out  as  apprentices  all  poor  children  whose  parents 
are  dead,  or  by  the  said  magistrates  found  to  be  unable  to  main¬ 
tain  them,  so  as  that  the  time  or  term  of  years  of  such  apprentice¬ 
ship,  if  a  male,  do  expire  at  or  before  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  if  a  female,  at  or  before  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

SECTION  9. 

> 

A  settlement  may  be  gained  in  any  district : — 

I.  By  any  person  who  shall  come  to  inhabit  in  the  same,  and 
who  shall  for  himself  and  on  his  own  account  execute  any  public 
office,  being  legally  placed  therein  during  one  whole  year. 

II.  By  any  such  person  who  shall  be  charged  with  and  pay 
his  proportion  of  any  public  taxes  or  levies  for  turn  years  suc¬ 
cessively. 

III.  By  any  person  who  shall  bona  fide  take  a  lease  of  any 
real  estate  of  the  yearly  value  of  ten  dollars,  and  shall  dwell  up¬ 
on  the  same  for  one  whole  year,  and  pay  the  said  rent. 

IV.  By  any  person  who  shall  become  seized  of  any  freehold 

estate  within  such  district,  and  who  shall  dwell  upon  the  same 
for  one  whole  year.  ' 

V.  By  any  unmarried  person  not  having  a  child,  who  shall  be 
lawfully  bound  or  hired  as  a  servant  within  such  district,  and  shall 
continue  in  such  service  during  one  whole  year. 

VI.  By  any  person  who  shall  be  duly  bound  an  apprentice 
by  indenture,  and  shall  inhabit  in  the  district  with  his  master  or 
mistress  for  one  whole  year. 

VII.  By  any  indented  servant,  leg^ally  and  directly  imported 
from  Europe  into  this  commonwealth,  who  shall  serve  for  the 
space  of  sixty  days  in  the  district  into  which  he  shall  first  come  ; 
Provided,  That  if  such  servant  shall  afterwards  duly  serve  in 
any  other  district  for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  either  with  his 
first  employer  or  his  assignee,  he  shall  obtain  a  legal  settlement 
in  such  other  district. 

VIII.  By  any  mariner  coming  into  this  commonweaith,  and 
by  any  other  healthy  person  coming  directly  from  a  foreign 
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country  into  the  same,  if  such  mariner  or  other  person  shall  re¬ 
side  for  the  space  of  twelve  months  in  the  district  in  which  he 
shall  first  settle  and  reside.. 

SECTION  10. 

Every  married  woman  shall  he  deemed,  during  coverture,  and 
after  her  husband’s  death,  to  be  settled  in  the  place  where  he  was 
last  settled;  but  if  he  shall  have  no  known  settlement,  then  she 
shall  be  deemed,  whether  he  be  living  or  dead,  to  be  settled  in 
the  place  where  she  was  last  settled  before  her  marriage. 

SECTION  11. 

Every  illegitimate  child  shall  be  deemed  to  be  settled  in  the 
place  where  the  mother  was  legally  settled  at  the  time  of  the  birth 
of  such  child. 

SECTION  12. 

If  the  last  place  of  settlement  of  any  person  who  shall  become 
chargeable  shall  be  in  any  township  which  shall  have  been  divi¬ 
ded  by  the  authority  of  the  laws,  such  person  shall  be  supported 
by  that  township  within  the  territory  of  which  he  resided  at  the 
time  of  Grainins:  such  settlement. 

O  O 

SECTION  13. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  housekeeper  who  shall  receive 
into  his  house  any  person  who  has  not  gained  a  legal  settlement 
in  some  part  of  this  commonwealth,  (all  mariners  coming  into 
this  commonwealth,  and  every  other  healthy  person  coming  from 
a  foreign  country  immediately  into  this  commonwealth  only  ex¬ 
cepted)  within  ten  days  after  receiving  such  person,  to  give  notice 
thereof  in  writing  to  the  overseers  of  the  proper  district. 

SECTION  14. 

If  any  housekeeper  shall  fail  to  give  notice  as  aforesaid,  and 
if  the  person  so  received  shall  become  poor  and  unable  to  main¬ 
tain  himself,  and  cannot  be  removed  to  the  place  of  his  last  legal 
settlement  in  any  other  state,  if  any  such  he  hath,  such  house¬ 
keeper  shall  be  obliged  to  provide  for  and  maintain  such  poor 
person,  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  such  poor  person,  without 
leaving  wherewithal  to  defray  the  expense  of  his  funeral,  such 
housekeeper  shall  pay  to  the  overseers  so  much  as  they  shall 
reasonably  expend  for  such  purpose. 

SECTION  15. 

If  such  housekeeper  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  charges  aforesaid, 
the  overseers  shall  assess  upon  him  the  amount  necessary  to 
maintain  such  poor  person,  weekly,  or  such  sum  as  shall  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  pay  such  funeral  charges,  and  shall  have  power  to 
collect  the  same  by  warrant  of  distress,  but  if  such  delinquent 
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shall  have  no  goods  or  chattels  liable  to  distress,  he  maybe  com¬ 
mitted  to  jail,  there  to  remain  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  same, 
or  shall  be  otherwise  legally  discharged. 

SECTION  16. 

On  complaint  made  by  the  overseers  of  any  district  to  one  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  same  county,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
magistrate,  with  any  other  magistrate  of  the  county,  where  any 
person  has  or  is  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  such  district  into 
which  he  shall  come,  by  their  warrant  or  order,  directed  to  such 
overseers,  to  remove  such  person  at  the  expense  of  the  district, 
to  the  city,  district  or  place  where  he  was  last  legally  settled, 
whether  in  or  out  of  Pennsylvania,  unless  such  person  shall  give 
sufficient  security  to  indemnify  such  district  to  which  he  is  likely 
to  become  chargeable  as  aforesaid. 

SECTION  17. 

Provided,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful,  by  virtue  of  any  order 
of  removal,  to  separate  any  wife  from  her  husband. 

SECTION  18. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  guardians  or  overseers  of  the  city 
or  district  to  which  such  poor  persons  may  be  removed,  by  war¬ 
rant  or  order  as  aforesaid,  to  receive  such  poor  person,  and  if 
any  such  guardian  or  overseer  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do, 
he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars, 
to  be  recovered  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  applied  to  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  district  from  which  such  poor  person  may  be 
removed  as  aforesaid. 

SECTION.  19 

Provided  always,  That  any  person  aggrieved' by  any  such  or¬ 
der  of  removal  may  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
for  the  county  from  which  such  poor  person  may  be  removed, 
and  not  elsewhere,  and  if  there  be  any  defect  of  form  in  such 
order,  the  said  court  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  amended,  with¬ 
out  cost  to  the  party,  and  after  such  amendment,  if  the  same  be 
necessary,  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  cause  upon 
its  truth  and  merits ;  but  no  such  cause  shall  be  proceeded  in, 
unless  reasonable  notice  shall  have  been  given  by  the  party  ap¬ 
pellant,  to  the  overseers  of  the  district  from  which  the  removal 
shall  have  been  made,  the  reasonableness  of  which  notice  shall 
be  determined  by  the  said  court,  at  the  session  to  which  the  ap¬ 
peal  may  be  made,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  reasonable 
notice  was  not  given,  they  shall  adjourn  the  appeal  to  their  next 
session,  and  then  determine  the  same. 

SECTION  20. 

For  the  more  effectual  preventing  of  vexatious  removals  and 
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frivolous  appeals,  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  upon  every 
appeal  in  a  case  of  settlement,  or  upon  proof  being  made  before 
them  of  notice  thereof,  as  aforesaid  (though  the  appeal  be  not 
afterwards  prosecuted)  shall  at  the  same  session  order  to  the 
party  in  whose  behalf  such  appeal  shall  be  determined,  or  to 
whom  such  notice  did  appear  to  have  been  given,  such  costs  and 
charges  as  the  said  court  shall  consider  reasonable  and  just,  to  be 
be  paid  by  the  ovei*seers  or  other  person  against  whom  such  ap¬ 
peal  shall  be  determined^  or  by  the  person  that  gave  such  notice  ; 
and  if  the  court  shall  determine  in  favor  of  the  appellant,  that 
such  poor  person  was  unduly  removed,  they  shall  at  the  same 
session,  on  demand,  award  to  such  appellant  so  much  money  as 
shall  appear  to  them  to  have  been  reasonably  paid,  by  the  city 
or  district  appellant,  towards  the  relief  of  such  poor  person,  be¬ 
tween  the  time  of  such  undue  removal  and  the  determination  oi 
such  appeal,  with  costs,  as  aforesaid. 

SECTION  21. 

If  any  person,  ordered  to  pay  costs  or  charges  as  aforesaid, 
other  than  overseers  as  aforesaid,  shall  live  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  such  court,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  magistrate  in  the  county 
ill  which  such  person  shall  reside,  on  request  to  him  made,  and 
on  the  production  of  a  copy  of  such  order,  certified  under  the 
seal  of  such  court,  to  issue  his  w'arrant  to  levy  the  same  by 
distress,  and  if  no  sufficient  distress  can  be  had,  to  commit 
such  party  to  the  common  jail,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or 
mainprise  until  such  costs  or  money  be  paid,  or  until  he  be  oth¬ 
erwise  legally  discharged. 

SECTION  22. 

If  any  overseer  be  ordered  to  pay  costs  or  charges  aforesaid, 
and  the  towmship  liable  therefor  be  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  such 
court,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of 
the  county  in  which  such  township  is  situate,  on  request  to  them 
made,  and  on  the  production  of  a  copy  of  such  order,  certified 
under  the  seal  of  the  court  making  the  same,  to  compel  payment 
of  such  costs  and  charges,  according  to  law. 

SECTION  23. 

If  any  person  shall  come  out  of  any  city  or  district  in  this 
commonwealth  into  any  other  district,  and  shall  happen  to  fall 
sick  or  die  before  he  have  gained  a  settlement  therein,  so  that 
he  cannot  be  removed,  the  overseers  of  such  district  shall  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  give  notice  to  the  guardians  or 
overseers  of  the  city  or  district  where  such  person  had  last  gained 
a  settlement,  or  to  one  of  them,  of  the  name,  circumstances  and 
condition  of  such  poor  person,  and  if  the  guardians  or  overseers 
to  whom  such  notice  shall  be  given,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  the  moneys  expended  for  the  use  of  such  poor  person,  and  to 
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take  order  for  relieving  and  maintaining  kirn,  or  in  case  of  his 
death  before  such  notice  could  be  given,  shall  on  request  made, 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  moneys  expended  in  maintaining  and 
burying  such  poor  person,  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  where  such  poor 
person  was  last  settled,  upon  complaint  to  them  made,  to  compel 
payment  by  such  guardians  or  overseers,  of  all  such  sums  of 
money  as  were  necessarily  expended  for  such  purpose,  in  the 
manner  directed  by  law,  in  the  case  of  a  judgment  obtained 
against  overseers. 

SECTION  24. 

If  any  magistrate  shall  refuse  to  grant  a  warrant  or  order  of 
removal  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  aggrieved 
by  such  refusal  to  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  county  in  which  such  magistrate  resides,  who  shall  there¬ 
upon  hear  and  finally  determine  the  same. 

SECTION  25. 

If  any  person  shall  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought,  any  poor 
person  from  any  place  without  this  commonwealth  to  any  place 
within  it  where  such  poor  person  was  not  last  legally  settled,  and 
there  leave,  or  attempt  to  leave  such  person,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  for  every  such  poor  person, 
to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  overseers  of  the  district  into  '' 
which  such  poor  person  may  have  been  brought,  and  moreover, 
shall  be  obliged  to  convey  such  poor  person  out  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  or  support  him  at  his  own  expense. 

SECTION  26. 

If  any  person  shall  bring,  or  cause  to  be  brought  into  this 
commonwealth,  any  black  or  colored  indented  servant,  such  per¬ 
son,  his  or  her  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  shall 
respectively  be  liable  to  the  guardians  or  overseers  of  the  city  or 
district  to  which  such  black  or  colored  person  shall  become 
chargeable,  for  such  necessary  expenses  as  such  guardians  or 
overseers  may  be  put  to  for  his  or  her  maintenance,  support  and 
interment,  together  with  the  costs  thereon. 

SECTION  27.  V 

i 

Every  person  in  whom  the  ownership  or  right  to  the  service 
of  any  negro  or  mulatto  slave  shall  be  vested,  shall  be  liable  to 
the  overseers  of  the  district  in  which  (such)  negro  or  mulatto 
shall  become  chargeable,  for  all  expenses  which  such  overseers 
may  be  put  to  for  the  maintenance,  support  and  interment  of  such 
negro  or  mulatto,  with  the  costs  thereon. 

SECTION  28. 

The  father  and  grandfather,  and  the  mother  and  grandmother, 
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and  the  cliildren  and  grandchildren  of  every  poor  person  not  able 
to  work,  shall,  at  their  own  charge,  being  of  sufficient  ability, 
relieve  and  maintain  such  poor  person,  at  such  rate  as  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  where  such  poor  person  re¬ 
sides  shall  order  and  direct,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  every  month  they  shall  fail  therein, 
which  shall  be  levied  by  the  process  of  the  said  court,  and  applied 
to  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  such  poor  person. 

♦  SECTION  29. 

If  any  man  shall  separate  himself  from  his  wife,  without  rea¬ 
sonable  cause,  or  shall  desert  his  children,  or  if  any  woman  shall 
desert  her  children,  leaving  them  a  charge  upon  the  district,  in 
any  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  two  magistrates  of  the 
county,  upon  complaint  made  by  the  overseers  of  the  district,  to 
issue  their  warrant  to  such  overseers,  therein  authorizing  them 
to  take  and  seize  so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  and  receive 
so  much  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  real  estate  of  such  man 
or  woman,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  magistrates  shall  be 
sufficient  to  provide  for  such  wife,  and  to  maintain  and  bring  up 
such  children,  which  sum  or  amount  shall  be  specified  in  such 
Warrant ;  but  if  sufficient  real  or  personal  estate  cannot  be  found, 
then  to  take  the  body  of  such  man,  (or  woman,)  and  bring  him 
(or  her)  before  such  magistrates,  at  a  time  to  be  specified  in  such 
'  Warrant. 

SECTION  30. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  such  magistrate,  on  the  return  of  such 
Warrant,  to  require  security  from  such  man  or  woman  for  his  or 
her  appearance  at  the  next  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
county,  there  to  abide  the  order  of  the  court,  and  for  want  of 
such  security,  to  commit  such  person  to  the  jail  of  the  county. 

SECTION  31. 

The  warrant  aforesaid  shall  be  returned  to  the  next  court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county,  when  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  court  to  make  an  order  for  the  payment  of  such  sums 
as  they  shall  think  reasonable  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and 
therein  authorizing  the  overseers  to  dispose  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  aforesaid,  by  sale  or  otherwise,  and  to  collect  and  receive 
the  rents  and  profits  aforesaid,  or  so  much  of  either  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  court  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  afore¬ 
said,  but  if  there  be  no  real  or  personal  estate,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  court  to  commit  such  person  to  the  jail  of  the  county, 
there  to  remain  until  he  or  she  comply  with  such  order,  give  se¬ 
curity  for  the  performance  thereof,  or  be  discharged  by  due 
course  of  law. 
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SECTION  32. 

The  following  described  persons  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties 
imposed  by  law  upon  vagrants  : — 

I.  All  persons  who  shall  unlawfully  return  into  any  district, 
whence  they  have  been  legally  removed,  without  bringing  a  cer¬ 
tificate  from  the  city  or  district  to  which  they  belong. 

II.  All  persons  wdio,  not  having  wherewith  to  maintain  them¬ 
selves  and  their  families,  live  idly  and  without  employment,  and 
refuse  to  work  for  the  usual  and  common  wages  given  to  other 
laborers  in  the  like  work,  in  the  place  where  they  then  are. 

III.  All  persons  who  shall  refuse  to  perform  the  work  which 
shall  be  allotted  to  them  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  All  persons  going  about  from  door  to  door,  or  placing 
themselves  in  the  streets,  highways  or  other  roads,  to  beg  or  gath¬ 
er  alms,  and  all  other  persons  wandering  abroad  and  begging. 

Y.  All  persons  who  shall  come  from  any  place  without  this 
commonwealth  to  any  place  within  it,  and  shall  be  found  loitering 
or  residing  therein,  and  shall  follow  no  labour,  trade,  occupation 
or  business,  and  have  no  visible  means  of  subsistence,  and  can 
give  no  reasonable  account  of  themselves,  or  their  business  in 
such  place. 

SECTION  33. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  any  county, 
and  for  the  overseers  of  any  district,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  which 
any  person  shall  have  become  chargeable,  to  sue  for  and  recover 
any  real  or  personal  estate  belonging  to  such  person,  and  to  sell 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  personal  property,  and  to  collect  and 
receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  real  estate,  and  to  apply  the 
proceeds,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the 
expenses  incurred  in  the  support  and  funeral  of  such  person, 
and  if  any  balance  shall  remain,  the  same  shall  be  paid  over  to 
the  legal  representatives  of  such  person  after  his  death,  upon  de¬ 
mand  made  and  security  being  given  to  indemnify  such  directors 
or  overseers  from  the  claims  of  all  other  persons. 

SECTION  34. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  the  several 
counties  in  which  poor  houses  are  or  may  be  erected,  once  in 
every  year,  after  the  accounts  shall  have  been  audited  and  settled, 
to  make  out  a  full  and  correct  statement  of  their  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  the  preceding  year,  together  with  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  poor  persons  supported,  specifying  their  sex, 
age  and  infirmity,  if  any,  and  of  the  profits  ensuing  from  all  farms 
under  their  directions  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  directors 
annually  in  the  month  of  March,  to  publish  such  accounts  and 
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statement,  at  least  twice,  in  two  or  more  new’spapers  printed  in 
such  county,  the  expense  of  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury,  and  forthwith  transmit  a  copy  of  such  accounts  and 
statement  to  the  Governor,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Leg¬ 
islature  :  Provided f  That  the  accounts  of  the  guardians  for  the 
relief  and  employment  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
the  district  of  Southwark,  and  the  townships  of  the  Northern 
Liberties  and  Penn,  shall  be  audited  at  the  alms  house  of  said 
corporation,  in  the  towmship  of  Blockley,  in  Philadelphia  county. 

SECTION  35. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  justice,  who  shall  by  virtue  of  any 
law  of  this  commonwealth  receive  any  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture 
appropriated  by  law  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  forthwith  to  enter 
at  length  on  his  docket,  the  name  of  the  person  convicted,  the 
offence  committed,  the  amount  of  such  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
and  the  time  when  the  same  was  paid,  and  forthwith  to  deliver  a 
correct  transciipt  of  such  entry  to  a  constable  of  the  township, 
and  such  justice  shall  on  demand  pay  over  the  same  to  the  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor  lawfully  entitled  thereto,  and  shall  annually,  if 
required,  exhibit  his  docket  to  the  inspection  of  the  township 
auditors. 

SECTION  36. 

If  any  justice  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the 
duties  enjoined  on  him  as  aforesaid,  touching  any  fine,  penalty  or 
forfeiture  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  he  shall,  on  con¬ 
viction  thereof  in  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  proper 
county,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  fined, 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  township  in  which  he  shall  reside, 
any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  and  if  he  shall  be  convict¬ 
ed  of  neglecting  or  refusing  to  pay  over  on  demand,  to  the  proper 
overseers,  any  money  which  he  shall  have  received  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall  be  fined  over  and  above  the  last  mentioned  sum,  any  sum 
not  exceeding  double  the  amount  which  he  shall  have  received 
as  aforesaid,  which  sums  shall  be  recovered  by  process  of  said 
court. 

SECTION  37. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  of  every  district  to  demand 
from  every  justice  the  amount  of  any  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture 
that  may  have  been  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and 
if  the  same  be  not  paid  to  them  within  twenty  days,  to  proceed 
to  recover  the  same  by  suit  against  such  justice,  in  the  manner 
that  debts  of  the  like  amount  are  or  may  be  by  law  recoverable. 

SECTION  38. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  every  court  by  whom  any 
fine  shall  be  imposed,  which  by  law  is  to  be  appropriated,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  forthwith  to  deliver  a 
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written  notice  of  the  same  to  a  constable  living  in  or  near  the 
township  in  which  the  person  fined  resides,  for  which  service 
such  clerk  shall  receive  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  from  the 

proper  overseers,  and  no  more. 

/  .... 

SECTION  39. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constable  to  whom  any  transcript 
or  certificate  shall  be  delivered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  clerk 
of  the  court  as  aforesaid,  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars,  to  be 
recovered  before  any  other  justice  of  the  proper  county,  to  de¬ 
liver  such  transcript  or  certificate  to  one  of  the  overseers  to  which 
such  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture  belongs,  and  for  such  service  such 
constable  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  such  overseers  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  cents,  and  no  more. 

■  -  ,  SECTION  40. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  sheriff  who  shall  have  received 
any  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture  which  bylaw  may  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  poor,  to  pay  the  same  on  demand  to  the  proper 
overseers,  and  if  he  shall  fail  to  do  so  within  ten  days  after  de¬ 
mand,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  in  the  court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  proper  county,  be  fined  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  proper  district,  any  sum  not  exceeding  double  the 
amount  received  by  him,  to  be  recovered  by  the  process  of  the 
said  court. 

SECTION  41. 

In  all  cases  where  there  are  no  poor  persons  supported  at  the 
expense  of  a  district,  or  where  there  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  overseers  at  the  end  of  the  year,  an  unexpended  balance, 
arising  from  fines,  penalties  or  forfeitures  received  for  the  use 
of  the  poor,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  to  pay  all  such 
fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  may  have  been  received  by  them, 
and  such  unexpended  balance,  to  the  supervisors  of  the  highways, 
to  be  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  public  roads  in  such  district, 
unless  the  township  auditors  shall  judge  it  necessary  that  the 
whole  or  part  thereof  should  be  retained  as  a  fund  for  the  use  of 
the  poor. 

SECTION  42. 

If  any  overseer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  duty 
I  enjoined  upon  him  by  law,  and  not  otherwise  provided  for,  he 
shall  be  liable  to  an  indictment  for  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  bundled  dollars,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  to  be  recovered  by  the  process  thereof. 

SECTION  43. 

The  several  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  and  other  sums  of 
money  imposed  or  directed  to  be  paid  by  this  act,  and  not  herein 
directed  to  be  otherwise  recovered,  shall  be  levied  mid  recovered 


I 


by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent 
or  offender,  by  warrant,  under  the  liand  and  seal  of  any  one  ma¬ 
gistrate  of  the  city  or  county  where  such  delinquent  or  offender 
dwells,  or  where  such  goods  and  chattels  may  be  found,  and  after 
satisfaction  made  of  such  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  and 
sums  of  money,  together  with  the  legal  charges  on  the  recovery 
thereof,  the  overplus,  if  any,  shall  be  returned  to  the  owner  of 
such  goods  and  chattels,  his  executors  or  administrators. 

SECTION  44. 

* 

If  any  person  shall  be  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  any  one  or 
more  magistrates  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  he  may  appeal  to  the 
next  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  in  which  such 
magistrates  reside,  (except  in  cases  herein  before  specially  pro¬ 
vided  for)  whose  decision  in  all  such  cases  shall  be  final  and 
conclusive. 

SECTION  45. 

The  word  “  district  ”  in  this  act,  shall  be  construed  and  taken 
to  mean  “  township  ”  and  “  borough  ”  and  every  other  territorial 
or  municipal  division,  in  and  for  which  officers  charged  with  the 
relief  and  support  of  the  poor  are  directed  or  authorized  by  law 
to  be  chosen,  but  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  taken  to 
repeal  or  otherwise  interfere  with  any  special  provision  made  by 
law. for  any  city,  county,  township,  borough,  or  other  territorial 
or  municipal  division. 

SECTION  46. 

It  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  third  section  of 
the  act  entitled  “  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  house 
for  the  employment  and  support  of  the  poor  in  the  county  of 
Washington,”  approved  the  sixth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  that  the  directors  of  said 
institution  have  power  to  bind  out  as  apprentices  such  poor  chil¬ 
dren  as  may  come  under  their  notice,  according  to  the  directions 
of  said  act,  without  the  approbation  and  consent  of  two  or  more 
magistrates. 

SECTION  47. 

That  all  laws  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  so  far  as  are  incon¬ 
sistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

NER  MIDDLES WARTH, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

THOMAS  S.  CUNNINGHAM, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty -six. 


•JOS.  RITNER. 


REPORTED  CASES 


ADJUDGED  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COURTS  HELD  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


How  a  settlement  may  he  gained. 

1.  A  pauper  gains  a  settlement  by  being  rated  to  and  paying 
either  county  or  poor  taxes.— -Middleton  v.  Abbington,  C.  P. 
Montgomery  Co.  1793,  MS. — Bucks  county  v.  Philadelphia,  5  S. 
&  R.  417. 

2.  A  pauper  gains  a  settlement  by  contracting  for  a  town  lot, 
building  and  residing  thereon,  though  the  lot  is  subject  to  a  rent 
charge,  and  though  he  obtains  no  deed  for  it. — Republica  v. 
Caernarvon,  2  Y.  51. 

3.  Under  the  act  of  9th  March,  1771,  sect.  18,  an  indented 
servant  imported  from  Europe  into  this  state,  obtains  a  legal  set¬ 
tlement  in  the  place  where  he  first  serves  sixty  days,  either  with 
the  master  to  whom  he  was  originally  indented,  or  with  his  as¬ 
signee. — Reading  v.  Cumree,  5  Binn.  81. 

4.  A  settlement  may  be  gained  by  virtue  of  an  assignment  of 
an  indenture,  although  such  assignment  is  voidable  by  the  ser¬ 
vant  in  consequence  of  not  being  made  in  the  presence  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  provided  that  service  is  performed  under  it  for  the 
time  required  by  law. — Ibid. 

5.  So,  even  if  the  assignment  were  absolutely  void,  because 
a  service  performed  to  the  assignee  in  his  own  township,  with  the 
consent  of  the  first  master,  may  be  considered  a  service  with  the 
master  in  the  township  of  the  assignee. 

6.  A  slave  has  a  settlement  in  the  township  in  which  his  mas¬ 

ter  resides,  which  is  bound  in  the  first  instance  to  support  him, 
though  it  has  a  remedy  over  against  the  master  or  his  estate. — 
Forks  v.  Catawessa,  3  Binn  22.  , 

7.  So  in  the  case  of  a  manumitted  slave,  who  has  not  gained 
a  settlement  elsewhere,  after  his  manumission. — Ibid. 

8.  A  slave,  who  has  been  so  defectively  regii^^tered  under  the 
act  of  1780  as  to  be  entitled  to  his  freedom,  but  who  has  never¬ 
theless  continued,  until  an  advanced  age,  a  slave  de  facto,  has  a 
settlement  in  the  township  where  his  master  resides,  which  is 
bound  to  maintain  him  until  the  master  can  be  compelled  to  take 
the  burthen  on  himself. — Ferguson  v.  Buffaloe,  6  S.  &  R.  103. 

9.  A  bastard’s  settlement  is  at  the  place  of  its  birth,  except 
where  the  mother  is  removed  from  one  township  to  another  by 
collusion,  or  where  it  is  born  pending  an  order  of  removal,  ap- 
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J3ealed  trum,  or  while  the  mother  is  in  actual  custody  of  the  law. 
— Philadelphia  v.  Bristol,  6^S.  &  R.  565. 

10.  A  settlement  is  not  gained  by  the  payment  of  a  United 
States  tax. — Bucks  Co.  v.  Briar  Creek,  10  S.  &  R.  179. 

11.  To  constitute  such  a  contract  of  hiring  as  is  necessary  to 
gain  a  settlement  by  service  under  it,  any  declarations  or  acts  of 
the  parties  which  evince  their  assent  to  an  agreement  expressed 
at  the  time,  are  sufficient ;  a  precise  and  formal  stipulation  being 
unnecessary. — Tioga  v.  Lawrence,  2  W.  44.  Gibson,  C.  J. 

12.  Where  the  evidence  was  that  the  pauper  came  to  live 
with  A.,  in  the  township  of  T.,  when  he  was  about  nine  years  of 
age,  and  after  he  had  resided  there  about  four  years,  A.  told  him 
that  if  he  would  continue  to  live  with  him  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  he  would  give  him  an  additional  suit  of  clothes 
and  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  the  pauper  continued  to  reside  with  A 
until  he  was  twenty  years,  it  was  held  that  this  was  a  sufficient 
hiring  and  service  to  gain  a  settlement  in  the  township. — Id.  43. 

13.  Where  the  pauper  had  made  a  contract  with  A,  by  which 
it  was  agreed  that  the  latter  should  funiish  a  shop,  loom  and 
tackle  for  weaving,  and  the  former  do  the  labour,  and  that  the 
profits  should  be  divided  between  them,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year 
the  pauper  received  one-half  of  the  cash  and  one-half  of  the  out¬ 
standing  accounts,  for  which  A  by  a  subsequent  aiTangement 
paid  him  in  money;  it  was  held  that  this  was  not  a  hiring  within 
the  act,  but  a  contract  of  partnership,  and  therefore,  that  the  pau¬ 
per  did  not  acquire  a  settlement  by  it. — Gregg  v.  Half-Moon,  2 
W.  342. 

14.  Under  the  act  of  1771,  a  settlement  was  not  gained  by  a 
purchase  of  a  freehold  estate,  and  a  residence  thereon  for  a  year, 
if  the  pauper,  being  uncertificated,  refused  to  give  security  to 
indemnify  the  township  &:c.  on  a  requisition  to  that  effect,  made 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  his  coming ;  and  such  pauper 
might  lawfully  be  removed  from  his  freehold,  into  the  township 
from  which  he  came. — Forks  v.  Easton,  2  Wh.  405. 

15.  Under  the  act  of  1771,  it  was  not  necessary  in  order  to 
gain  a  settlement,  that  the  wages  should  be  paid  in  money — if 
paid  in  victuals  and  clothing,  it  was  sufficient. — Briar  Creek  v. 
Mount  Pleasant,  8  W.  431. 

16.  Whether  a  person  of  weak  capacity  may  gain  a  settle¬ 
ment  bv  a  contract  of  hiring. — Upper  Milford  v.  Lower  Maccun- 
gee,  3  Wh.  71. 

17.  Under  wffiat  circumstances  a  settlement  by  birth  may  be 
regained. — Ibid. 

18.  Under  the  act  of  1836,  section  9,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
there  should  have  been  a  contract  for  service  for  a  year,  to  gain 
a  settlement :  it  is  sufficient  if  there  have  been  a  service  for  a 
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yeai’  under  one  or  more  contracts. — Heidelberg  v.  Lynn)  5  Wh, 
430.  Lewistown  v.  Granville,  5  Barr  284. 

19.  Where  the  pauper  had  been  hired  in  the  manufacture  of 
gunpowder,  at  a  certain  sum  per  100  pounds,  and  three  months 
notice  on  each  side  of  an  intended  determination  of  the  contract 
was  stipulated  for,  and  it  appeared  that  he  had  occasionally 
worked  out  on  his  own  account  during  the  period  of  his  hiring  ; 
it  was  held,  that  he  had  gained  a  settlement  by  the  hiring. — Ibid. 

20.  Where  a  son  becomes  independent  of  his  father’s  family, 
or  emancipated  from  it,  he  will  not  acquire  a  settlement  where 
his  father  goes  to  reside ;  but  if  he  remains  a  part  of  his  father’s 
family,  he  will  acquire  a  derivative  settlement  from  the  settlement 
of  his  father.-— Washington  v.  Beaver,  3  W.  &  S.  548. 

21.  Where  a  pauper  was  paid  by  the  month,  and  Continued 
more  than  a  year,  though  occasionally  absent  by  permission  of 
his  employer,  during  which  periods  of  absence  he  sometimes 
worked  for  others,  which  was  deducted  from  his  wages  ;  it  was 
held  that  he  had  gained  a  settlement  under  the  16th  section  of 
the  act  of  1803. — Byberry  v.  Oxford,  &c.  2  Ash.  9. 

22.  Payment  of  rent,  hona  Jide,  hy  a  surety,  is  sufficient,  un¬ 
der  the  act  of  June,  1836,  to  gain  a  settlement  for  the  tenant) 
who  is  a  pauper. — Butler  v.  Sugarloaf,  6  Barr  262. 

23.  Semhle,  payment  made  by  a  stranger,  or  even  by  a  surety) 
for  the  special  purpose  of  fixing  a  pauper  pn  the  township,  would 
be  regarded  as  fraudulent,  and  defeat  the  dishonest  purpose.- — 
Ibid. 

24.  An  unmarried  woman,  without  a  child,  who  enters  into 
service  without  a  hiring  under  contract,  express  or  implied,  does 
not  thereby  gain  a  settlement  under  section  9,  article  5,  of  the  act 
of  1836. — Lewistown  v.  Granville,  5  Barr  283. 

25.  A  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  quashing  an  order  of 
removal  made  by  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  confirmation 
thereof  by  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  is  not  conclusive  on  the 
appellee,  nor  does  it  close  the  question  of  settlement.  Where, 
therefore,  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  legal  effects  of  the 
judgment  of  this  court,  quashing  an  order  of  removal,  and  to 
remedy  a  supposed  failure  of  justice,  a  private  act  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  was  procured  to  open  the  question  of  settlement,  and  place 
It  on  its  original  grounds,  the  act  was  held  to  be  merely  superer¬ 
ogatory,  and  not  unconstitutional. — -West  Buffalo  v.  Walker 
Township,  8  Barr  177. 

26.  Where  the  husband  of  a  female  pauper  had  gained  a 
settlement  by  residence  and  payment  of  taxes  for  two  years  in  a 
township,  a  portion  of  which  was  afterwards  made  a  part  of  a 
new  township,  the  pauper  having  resided  in  that  portion  of  the 
territory  which  remained  under  the  old  name  at  the  time  of  com- 
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pletiiig  bis  settlement  (i.  e.,  on  payment  of  the  second  year’s 
taxes);  held,  that  the  old  townshij)  alone  under  the  11th  section 
of  the  act  of  13th  June,  1836,  was  bound  to  support  the  pauper. 
— Tp.  of  Monroe  v.  Tp.  of  Dirrell,  Q,.  S.  of  Lancaster  3  P.  L. 
J.  326. 

27.  Parol  evidence  of  a  person  having  a  freehold  is  admissible, 
in  order  to  show  a  settlement  gained  by  the  pauper. — Com.  v. 
Jennings,  1  Br.  197. 

28.  If  the  father  of  a  pauper  had  no  legal  settlement  when 
the  pauper  was  born,  and  acquired  none  subsequently,  the  town¬ 
ship  in  which  the  pauper  was  born  is  liable  for  his  expenses  in 
sickness,  &c.  during  his  minority. — Fermanagh  Township  v. 
Walker  Township,  6  P.  L.  J.  284. 

29.  The  fact  of  the  minor’s  having  been  seen  for  some  time 
previous  to  his  sickness  about  a  township,  does  not  give  him  a 
residence  therein,  under  the  act  of  1836,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  he  has  been  employed  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  that  act. 
—Ibid. 


30,  Absenting  himself  by  the  minor  from  the  parental  roof, 
and  wandering  about  the  country,  deprives  him  of  none  of  the 
advantages  growing  out  of  the  relation  between  parent  and  child. 
— Ibid. 


31.  Should  the  father  subsequently  become  entitled  to  settle¬ 
ment,  under  the  act  of  1836,  the  minor  not  having  acquired  that 
privilege  for  himself  elsewhere,  the  township  in  which  the  father 
has  acquired  a  residence,  is  responsible  for  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  last  sickness  and  funeral  of  his  son. — Ibid.  285. 

An  operative  engaged  by  the  month,  at  a  certain  money  wa¬ 
ges,  and  a  house  to  live  in  “  into  the  bargain,”  by  living  in  that 
house  under  the  bargain  one  whole  year,  if  it  is  of  the  yearly 
value  of  ten  dollars,  acquires  a  settlement  in  the  district  in  which 
the  house  is. — ‘Beaver  Township  v.  Hartley  Tp.,  1  Jones  254. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  lease,  mentioned  in  specification  3, 
section  9  of  the  poor  law  of  1836  should  be  in  writing : — going 
into  possession,  paying  rent  for  the  premises  that  are  of  the  year¬ 
ly  value  of  ten  dollars,  and  dwelling  upon  the  same  one  whole 
year,  give  a  settlement. — Ibid. 


The  rent  may  be  paid  in  labor,  or  otherwise,  if  the  value  of  the 
equivalent  is  ten  dollars  per  annum. — Ibid. 


II.  Of  the  maintenance  of  a  Taujper  ;  and  of  orders  of  mainte¬ 
nance  and  removal. 

32.  Where  a  township  is  divided,  each  part  remains  liable,  in 
proportion  to  its  rates  and  levies,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  pau- 
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pers  who  before  the  division  were  a  charge  upon  the  whole 
township. — North  Whitehall  v.  South  Whitehall,  3  S.  &  R.  120. 

33.  And  if  one  of  two  new  townships,  into  which  an  old 
township  has  been  divided,  pays  for  the  whole  maintenance  of  a 
pauper  previously  charged  upon  the  old  township,  it  may  main¬ 
tain  an  action  against  the  other  township  for  contribution. — Ibid. 

34.  Under  the  25th  section  of  the  act  of  1771,  the  overseers 
are  bound  to  repay  the  reasonable  expenses  incurred,  where  a 
healthy  stranger,  who' meets  with  an  accident  which  renders  his 
removal  impracticable,  is  received  into  the  plaintiff’s  house,  and 
taken  care  of  by  direction  of  the  overseers,  who  employ  a  physi¬ 
cian  to  attend  him,  although  there  has  been  no  previous  order  of 
maintenance. — Roxborough  v.  Bunn,  12  S.  &  R.  292. 

35.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  given 
notice  to  the  overseers  of  taking  the  pawper  in  his  house;  nor 
that  the  pauper’s  name  should  have  been  entered  in  the  books  of 
the  township. — Ibid. 

36.  A  laborer  having  no  settlement  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  received  an  injury  in  the  township  of  F.,  which  rendered 
him  incapable  of  supporting  himself.  He  was  taken  to  the  house 
of  A.  in  the  township  of  M.,  where  he  had  the  means  of  support¬ 
ing  himself  for  six  days  when  he  became  chargeable :  an  order  of 
maintenance  was  then  obtained  by  A.  from  two  justices,  directed 
to  the  overseers  of  the  township  of  M.  Soon  afterwards  the  pauper 
died,  and  was  buried  by  A.  Held,  that  A.  could  not  recover 
from  the  township  of  M.  the  expenses  of  maintaining  and  burying 
the  pauper. — Milford  v.  M’Coy,  2  P.  R.  432. 

37.  Under  the  5th  and  23d  sections  of  the  act  of  1836,  a 
pauper  who  has  no  settlement  in  the  State  must  be  relieved  by 
the  overseers  of  the  township  in  which  he  may  require  it  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  injuries  or  otherwise;  and  the  court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  has  power  to  compel  such  township  to  repay  to  any 
other  township  into  which  such  pauper  may  have  been  removed, 
the  money  expended  in  his  relief. — Versailles  v.  Mifflin,  10 
W.  360. 

38.  A  servant  residing  with  his  master  has  a  right  there  to 
reside  until  he  becomes  actually  chargeable ;  and  until  he  be¬ 
comes  an  actual  charge,  cannot  be  removed  from  his  master. — 
Philadelphia  v.  Bristol,  6  S.  &  R.,566. 

39.  But,  unless  the  servant  is  in  the  actual  service  of,  and  re¬ 
siding  with  the  master,  he  may  be  removed  when  likely  to  be 
chargeable. — Ibid. 

40.  Thus,  if  an  unmarried  indented  female  servant  become 
pregnant,  and  be  removed  by  her  mistress  into  another  township 
for  the  purpose  of  lying  in,  the  expenses  of  which  the  mistress  is 
able  to  pay,  the  overseers  of  that  township  may,  before  the  birth 


of  the  child,  remove  her  to  the  place  of  her  last  legal  settlement. 
— Ibid.  562. 

41.  But  they  have  no  power  in  such  case  to  remove  her  to 
her  mistress. — Ibid. 

42.  There  is  no  necessity  that  any  fixed  weekly  sum  should 
be  expressed  in  an  order  of  two  justices,  of  maintenance  of  a 
pauper,  under  the  act  of  9th  March,  1771. — Lampeter  v.  Lan¬ 
caster,  2  Y.  164. 

43.  An  order  of  removal  of  a  pauper  must  state  that  complaint 
was  made  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  removing, 
and  must  contain  an  adjudication  or  assertion  that  the  pauper 
was  likely  to  become  chargeable. — Dromore  v.  West  Hanover, 
1  Y.  366. 

44.  An  order  of  removal  was  quashed  because  the  justices 
who  signed  it  were  inhabitants  of  and  rateable  to  the  poor  tax  of 
the  township  from  which  the  pauper  was  removed. — Upper 
Dublin  V.  G-ermantown,  2  D.  213 ;  S.  C.  250. 

45.  Justices  of  the  peace  are  incompetent,  on  the  ground  of 
interest,  to  gi'ant  an  order  for  removal  of  a  pauper  from  their  own 
township  to  another.  Washington  v.  Beaver,  3  W.  &  S.  548. 
(The  point  is  exactly  the  same  in  both  these  sections.  The  first 
was  under  the  act  of  1771,  the  second  under  the  act  of  1836.) 

46.  An  order  removing  a  married  woman  to  the  place  where 
she  was  last  legally  settled  before  her  marriage,  is  not  bad,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  not  expressed  that  her  husband  had  no  known  legal 
settlement.  It  ought  not  to  be  presumed,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  an  order,  that  the  husband  had  a  settlement  where  none 
appears. — Reading  v.  Cumree  5,  Binn  81. 

47.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  examination  of  a  pauper  should 
appear  on  the  face  of  an  order  of  sessions  for  his  removal,  nor  is 
it  necessary  that  the  examination  of  any  person  should  be  set 
forth. — Fallowfield  v.  Marlborough,  1  D.  28. 

48.  A  pauper,  injured  by  removal,  might  have  a  remedy  by 
information. — Ibid. 

49.  An  order  of  removal  for  nurture,  need  not  specify  the 
age  to  which  the  children  should  be  supported,  the  law  having 
fixed  seven  years  for  the  age  at  which  nurture  ceases. — Bucks 
County  V.  Philadelphia,  1  S.  and  R.  387. 

50.  If  children  are  sent  to  their  mother’s  place  of  settlement 
for  nurture,  the  expense  of  their  maintainance  is  to  be  borne  by 
the  place  from  which  they  are  removed. — Ibid. 

51.  Where  a  pauper  becomes  a  charge  on  a  township  in 
which  she  has  got  a  legal  settlement,  that  township  is  bound  to 
maintain  her  until  she  is  removed  to  her  place  of  settlement 
under  an  order.  And  if  she  is  permitted  to  wander  to  another 
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township,  the  ovej  seers  thereof  may  have  her  removed  ,to  the 
township  where  she  first  became  chargeable. — Milton  v.  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  9  Barr,  46. 

52.  The  overseers  of  each  district  are  required  to  relieve  every 
pauper  within  the  district,  and  not  having  a  settlement  therein, 
who  shall  apply  to  them  for  assistance,  until  such  pauper  can  be 
removed  to  the  place  of  his  last  settlement,  which  is  ultimately 
liable  for  the  expense  of  his  removal ;  if,  however,  in  the  process 
of  such  removal  the  pauper  should  be  left  at  an  intermediate 
township,  he  may  be  removed  back  to  the  township  from  which 
he  was  last  brought  by  an  order  of  removal.—Kelly  Township 
V.  Union  Township,  5  W.  &  S.  535. 

53.  In  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  an  order  of  removal 
confirmed,  is  conlusive  against  the  appellant  in  favour  of  all  the 
world;  an  order  discharged,  is  conclusive  between  the  parties 
litigant ;  and  an  order  quashed,  is  conclusive  on  neither. — West 
Buffalo  V.  Walker  Township,  8  Barr,  177. 


III.  Of  Appeals  from  Orders  of  Removal. 

54.  Under  section  4  of  the  act  of  20th  March,  1810,  the 
Quarter  Sessions  are  to  decide  on  an  appeal  from  an  order  of 
removal,  by  two  Justices,  according  to  the  merits,  without  regard 
to  the  defects  in  the  order,  either  as  to  form  or  substance. — Bead¬ 
ing  V.  Cumree,  5  Binn,  81. 

55.  The  Supreme  Court  will  not  make  any  intendment 
against  an  order  of  removal. — Ibid. 

56.  An  appeal  from  an  order  of  removal  may  be  made  to  the 
next  sessions  after  the  removal  of  the  pauper,  and  the  party  ap¬ 
pealing  is  not  confined  to  the  first  sessions  after  the  date  of  the 
order. — Oxford  v.  Philadelphia,  (Mayor’s  Court,)  2  Br.  254. 

57.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  appeal  should  be  made  to  the 
first  day  of  the  sessions. — Ibid. 

58.  An  appeal  from  an  order  of  removal  was  made  to  the 
next  session  of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  where  the  appeal  was  dis¬ 
missed,  and  on  the  same  day  filed  in  the  Mayor’s  Court;  but  the 
Mayor’s  Court  also  dismissed  the  appeal,  because  it  was  not  made 
to  the  next  term  of  the  court  after  the  removal. — Oxford  v.  Phila¬ 
delphia,  2  Br.  253. 

59.  An  order  of  the  Mayor’s  Court  confirming  an  order  of 
removal  as  respected  a  woman  and  one  of  her  children,  and 
quashing  it  as  respected  two  other  children,  and  directing  that 
the  two  children  should  be  sent  to  the  Mother’s  place  of  settle¬ 
ment  for  nurture,  is  not  an  original  order,  and  might  legally  be 
made  by  the  court. — Bucks  County  v.  Philadelphia,  1  S.  &  R.  387. 
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60.  On  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  removal,  the  court  may 
confirm  the  order  in  part,  and  quash  it  in  part. — Ibid. 

61.  If  on  appeal,  an  order  of  removal  is  in  part  confirmed, 
and  in  part  quashed,  each  party  must  pay  his  own  costs. — Ibid. 

62.  An  informality  in  the  procedings  of  Justices  to  remove  a 
pauper,  cannot  be  taken  advantage  of  after  an  appeal  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  decision  there  upon  the  merits. — Tioga  v. 
Lawrence,  2  W.  43. 

63.  On  a  certiorari  to  the  Sessions  to  remove  the  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  a  proceeding  by  one  township  against  another,  to 
recover  the  expenses  of  maintaining  and  burying  a  pauper,  the 
Supreme  Court  can  inquire  only  into  the  regularity  and  legality 
of  the  proceedings,  and  cannot  look  into  the  merits. — South 
Huntingdon,  v.  East  Huntingdon,  7  W.  527. 

64.  Where  on  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  two  Justices  of  the 
peace  directing  the  removal  of  a  pauper  from  one  township  to 
another,  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  quashed  the  order,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  want  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Justices;  the  court  has  no 
power  to  award  an  attachment  against  the  appellee  for  costs. — 
Overseers  of  St.  Clair  v.  Overseers  of  Moon,  6  W.  &  S.  522. 

65.  The  same  rules  of  evidence  must  prevail  in  settlement 
cases  as  in  others ;  hence  secondary  evidence  is  not  admissable, 
upon  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  removal,  if  better  evidence  can 
be  had. — West  Buffalo  v.  Walker,  7  W.  171. 

66.  In  questions  of  settlement  the  pauper  is  not  regarded  as 
a  party  to  the  contest ;  hence  his  admissions  or  declarations  are 
not  admissable,  more  than  those  of  any  other  person  ;  and  he  may 
be  examined  as  a  witness,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons. — 
West  Buffalo  v.  Walker,  7  W.  173.  Kennedy  J. 

An  appeal  from  the  decree  of  sessions,  respecting  the  expenses 
of  keeping  a  pauper,  ‘will  not  be  quashed,  on  the  ground  that  cer¬ 
tiorari  is  the  proper  form  of  remedy,  upon  application  made  after 
the  term  at  which  the  appeal  was  filed,  especially  since  the  poor 
law  forbids  this  court  to  regard  form,  and  enjoins  it  to  determine 
every  question  under  that  law  on  its  truth  and  merits. —  TValker 
Township  V.  West  Buffalo  Township. — 1  Jones  95. 

The  quashing  of  an  order  of  removal  does  not  prevent  the  un¬ 
successful  party  from  beginning  de  novo  ;  but  when  the  expenses 
of  keeping  the  pauper  have  been  paid,  and  restitution  of  the 
money  so  paid  has  been  decreed,  that  decree  is  final  as  to  those 
expenses. — Ibid. 

A  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  the  same  efficacy  as  a 
judgment. — Ibid. 
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The  following  'penalties  are  given,  by  A  cts  of  Assembly,  for  the  use 

of  the  poor. 

•  1.  By  act  of  1700,  Dunlop,  p.  10,  for  cursing  and  swearing, 
ten  pounds,  or  three  months  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  county. 

2.  By  act  of  1705,  Dunlop,  p.  14,  for  drinking  and  tippling 
on  Sunday,  one  shilling  and  six  pence ;  and  keepers  of  ale 
houses,  taverns,  or  other  public  house  or  place  allowing  the  same, 
ten  shillings. 

3.  By  act  of  1705,  Dunlop,  p.  16,  for  not  selling  beer  and  ale, 
by  tavern  keepers,  by  wine  measure,  when  drunk  in  the  tavern, 
&c.  and  by  beer  measure  to  all  such  persons  as  carry  the  same 
out  of  their  houses,  ten  shillings. 

4.  By  act  of  1760,  Dunlop,  55,  for  shooting  pigeons,  doves, 
partridges  or  other  fowl,  in  gardens,  orchards,  enclosures  adjoining 
upon,  or  belonging  to,  any  dwelling  houses  of  any  borough  or 
town,  forty  shillings,  one  half  to  the  poor. 

5.  By  Act  of  8  Feb.  1766,  for  cutting  ferry  ropes  and  other 
violation  of  said  act,  relating  to  ferries,  ten  pounds,  one  half  to  the  . 
poor. 

6.  By  act  21  Feb.  1767,  Dunlop,  58,  for  constables  neglect¬ 
ing  to  apprehend  vagrants,  ten  shillings,  for  use  of  pooi\ 

7.  By  act  of  7  March,  1772,  Dunlop,  75,  for  taking  off  or 
breaking  knockers  from  doors,  twenty  five  shillings,  one  half  to 
the  poor  of  the  city. 

For  breaking,  taking  down,  destroying  or  defacing  any  sign, 
ten  pounds,  one  half  to  the  poor  of  the  city. 

8.  By  act  of  1772,  Dunlop,  76,  one  moiety  of  all  fines  im¬ 
posed  for  adultery  to  the  poor  of  the  city. 

9.  By  act  of  24  December,  1774,  Dunlop,  p.  79,  for  firing 
guns,  pistols,  or  other  fire  arms  or  squibs,  on  31st  December,  or 
1st  of  January,  ten  shillings,  one  half  to  the  poor  of  township  or 
district.  For  permiting  such  firing,  at  offender’s  house,  twenty 
shillings,  one  half  to  the  poor. 

10.  By  act  of  29  March,  1788,  Dunlop,  122,  for  separating 
slaves  or  servants  for  a  term  of  years,  either  husband  and  wife 
or  parents  and  cAiAd.,  fifty  pounds,  one  half  to  the  poor  of  the  city. 

11.  By  act  of  22  April,  1794,  for  violating  the  several  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  act  against  gambling,  profanity  and  drunkeness, 
one  half  oi  the  forfeitures  to  the  city. 

12.  By  act  of  17  February,  1820,  for  racing  horses,  &c.  the 
horses,  &:c.  to  be  seized  and  sold  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor, 
for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  for  assisting  to  make  up  a  plate  or 
purse  to  be  run  for,  thirty  dollars,  and  for  advertising  same. 


twenty  dollars,  for  use  of  poor ;  the  overseer  to  retain  per 
cent  for  his  trouble. 

13.  By  act  of  July  2,  1839,  Dunlop,  p.  780,  all  property  bet 
on  elections  to  be  recovered  by  the  several  constituted  authorities 
having  charge  and  care  of  the  poor,  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

14.  By  act  of  12  February,  1802,  Dunlop,  168,  for  holding 
incompatible  offices,  from  Jifty  to  five  hundred  dollars,  one  half 
to  the  guardians  of  the  poor. 

15.  By  act  of  21  March,  1806,  Dunlop,  185,  for  refusing  to 
serve  as  referee,  two  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 


ACT  OF  APRIL  15,  1834. 

An  act  relating  to  county  rates  aud  levies,  and  township  rates  and 

levies. 


SECTION  4. 


The  assessors  (and  assistant  assessors)  of  the  several  counties, 
shall,  on  the  receipt  of  the  precepts  aforesaid,  proceed  to  take  an 
account,  in  the  form  directed  by  the  commissioners,  of  the  names 
and  surnames  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  within  their  respective 
wards,  townships  and  districts,  and  also  an  account  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  real  and  pei'sonal  property. 

I.  Real  estate,  viz  :  All  houses,  lands,  lots  of  ground  and 
ground  rents,  mills,  and  manufactories  of  all  descriptions,  all  fur¬ 
naces,  forges,  bloomeries,  distilleries,  sugar  houses,  malt  houses, 
breweries,  tan-yards,  and  ferries. 

II.  The  following  personal  estate,  viz :  All  horses,  mares, 
geldings,  and  cattle  above  the  age  of  four  years. 

III. ,  All  offices  and  posts  of  profit,  professions,  trades  and 
occupations,  and  all  the  single  freemen  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  who  shall  not  follow  any  occupation  or  callings. 

SECTION  26. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  township, 
having  first  obtained  the  approbation  of  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  to  lay  a  rate  of  assessment,  not  exceeding 
one  cent  on  the  dollar,  at  one  time,  upon  all  real  and  personal 
estate  within  such  township. 


SECTION  27. 


In  every  case  in  which  a  rate  or  assessment  shall  be  laid  for 
township  purposes,  the  same  shall  be  levied  upon  the  basis  of  the 
last  adjusted  valuation  made,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  purposes  of 
regulating  county  rates  and  levies. 
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SECTION  42. 

No  person  shall  he  reappointed  a  collector  of  county  or  town-^ 
ship  rates  and  levies,  who  shall  not  have  finally  settled  and  paid 
over  the  whole  amount  received  by  him  on  former  duplicates. 


BY-LAWS, 

Adopted  by  the  Guardians  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the 

Poor  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh^  June  8^^,  1847,  and  revised 

October  18^A,  1850. 

^  SECTION  1. 

r 

The  Guardians  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor  of 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  meet  annually  on  the  Wednesday 
succeeding  the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  at  such  hour  as  they 
may  appoint,  for  the  purpose  of  organising  the  board  and  attend¬ 
ing  to  any  business  which  may  be  brought  regularly  before  them.- 

SECTION  2. 

The  members  elect,  having  been  duly  qualified  by  oath  or  af¬ 
firmation  as  the  law  proscribes,  shall  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot 
one  of  their  own  number  as  president,  and  also  a  secretary  who 
shall  not  be  a  member  of  the  board. 

SECTION  3. 

On  the  second  Wednesday  succeeding  the  first  Tuesday  of 
February,  annually,  the  board  shall  assemble  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  treasurer,  a  chaplain,  a  superintendent,  a  physician, 
for  the  city  farm,  and  a  physician  for  the  poor  of  the  city,  to 
which  offices  no  member  of  the  board  shall  be  eligible. 

SECTION  4. 

The  board  shall  be  divided  in  four  committees  of  three  each, 
to  be  called  acting  or  monthly  committees,  also  a  finance  com¬ 
mittee,  a  farm  committee,  a  building  and  real  estate  committee, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  president  (unless  the  board  shall  otherwise 
determine)  and  to  be  announced  by  him  at  the  first  meeting  after 
the  organisation. 

SECTION  5. 

Duties  of  the  President. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  be  present  at,  and  preside 
at  all  the  meetings  of  the  board,  sign  all  warrants  for  money  on 
the  treasurer  authorized  by  the  board,  call  extra  meetings  when 
he  deems  it  necessary,  or  when  requested  to  do  so  by  any  two  or 
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more  members,  provided,  that  in  the  absence  of  the  president, 
any  standing  committee,  or  any  three  members  may  direct  a  no¬ 
tice  to  issue  for  such  extra  meetings  as  may  be  considered  neces¬ 
sary,  by  leaving  a  written  order  with  the  secretary  to  that  effect. 

SECTION  6. 

Duties  of  the  Secretary. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  attend  all  meetings  of 
the  board,  keep  a  correct  account  of  the  proceedings,  give  timely 
notice  to  the  members  of  all  meetings,  remain  in  the  office  of 
the  guardians  during  the  business  hours  of  each  day  of  the  week 
(except  the  sabbath)  unless  otherwise  employed  by  the  guardians, 
keep  a  separate  and  correct  account  of  all  warrants  countersigned 
by  him,  their  amount  and  object,  enquire  into  all  applications  for 
relief,  whether  made  to  himself  directly  or  instructed  so  to  do  by 
any  member  of  the  board,  and  make  early  report  of  the  same  to 
the  acting  committee  and  abide  by  fheir  instructions ;  also  he 
shall  attend  to  sending  to  the  city  farm  all  persons  and  property 
which  the  acting  committee  or  any  of  the  members  may  require 
him  to  do,  he  shall  attend  to  having  the  dead  poor,  who  may  be 
chargeable  on  the  board,  buried,  and  keep  a  correct  register  of  the 
same,  and  so  far  as  practicable  their  ages,  sex  and  the  disease  of 
which  they  died,  he  shall,  also,  exert  himself  to  prevent  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  paupers  illegally,  and  endeavor  to  bring  to  punish¬ 
ment  any  who  may  be  guilty  of  that  offence,  he  shall  keep  a  set 
of  books,  by  double  entry,  in  which  all  the  receipts  and  disburse¬ 
ments  of  the  money  of  the  board  shall  be  regularly  entered,  and 
exhibit  a  balance  sheet  at  any  time  the  board  may  require,  he 
shall  give  security  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  deliver  unto  his  succes¬ 
sor  in  office,  or  to  such  other  person  as  the  board  may  direct,  all 
books,  papers,  documents,  &c.  which  may  be  in  his  possession  as 
^  secretary,  and  perform  any  other  duties  which  the  board  may  re¬ 
quire  of  him  connected  with  his  office. 

SECTION  7. 

Duties  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  Treasurer  shall  be  required  to  give  the  security  prescribed 
by  law,  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  dis¬ 
bursed,  and  pay  all  warrants  on  him  signed  by  the  president  and 
countersigned  by  the  secretary. 

SECTION  8. 

Duties  of  the  Super intendant. 

The  Superintendant  shall  have  charge  of,  and  superintend,  all 
the  operations  of  the  house  and  farm  under  the  directions  of  the 
proper  committees,  shall  admit  all  persons  into  the  house  having 
a  permit  from  any  of  the  guardians  or  secretary,  shall  treat  with 
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kindness  all  under  his  care,  shall  require  of  all  a  due  regard  to 
decency  and  propriety,  and  a  strict  observance  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  house,  in  order  to  promote  the  health  and  com* 
fort  of  the  inmates,  he  shall  require  of  all,  without  exception, 
(who  are  in  a  state  of  health  as  to  justify  it)  to  perform,  daily,  so 
much  labor  or  take  such  amount  of  exercise  as  he  and  the  phy¬ 
sician  of  the  house  may  think  fit,  he  shall  keep  a  correct  register 
of  all  who  are  or  may  become  inmates  of  the  house,  their  names, 
ages,  place  of  birth,  occupation,  their  education,  habits  of  life,  &c. 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  shall  pay  a  strict  regard  to  economy 
while  at  the  same  time  he  provides  a  competent  supply  of  plain 
wholesome  food,  and  see  that  their  clothing  be  suited  to  their 
condition  and  circumstances,  giving  timely  notice  of  the  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  bouse  and  the  farm  to  the  proper  committees,  he  shall 
so  manure,  cultivate  and  dispose  of  the  farm  as  shall  be  most  likely 
to  promote  its  productiveness,  and  keep  a  correct  account  of  the 
expense  and  production  of  the  same,  and  in  every  other  particu¬ 
lar,  so  far  as  it  is  practicable,  strive  to  promote  the  best  interests 
of  the  institution,  and  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  board  in  the 
way  and  manner  to  him  made  known. 

/  SECTION  9. 

Duties  of  the  Chaplain. 

The  Chaplain  shall  attend  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  instruc¬ 
tion  of  the  inmates  of  the  house,  at  such  times  and  to  such  an  ex¬ 
tent  as  the  board  and  he  may  think  most  advisable,  he  shall  keep 
such  a  register  of  their  names,  ages,  sex,  country,  habits,  &c.  as 
may  be  required  of  him,  and  make  reports  from  time  to  time  to 
the  board  of  such  facts  as  may  come  under  his  observation,  and 
make  such  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  fit. 

SECTION  10. 

Duties  of  the  Physicians. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  one  of  the  physicians  to  attend  faithfully 
to  the  inmates  of  the  house,  either  as  resident  physician  of  the 
house  or  otherwise  as  the  board  and  he  may  agree  upon,  the 
other  physician  shall  faithfully  attend  to  all  the  city  poor,  and  the 
farm  physician,  in  conjunction  with  the  superintendant,  shall  re¬ 
port  to  the  acting  committee  such  persons  that  are  in  a  fit  situa¬ 
tion  to  be  dismissed  from  the  house,  they  shall  both  report, 
quarterly,  to  the  board,  or  oftener  if  required. 

SECTION  11. 

Duties  of  the  Acting  Committees. 

The  Acting  Committees  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  one  month 
alternately,  they  shall  be  competent  to  attend  to  all  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  board,  during  their  respective  terms  of  office,  to 
hind  out  to  trades  or  service  such  minors  as  may  come  under 
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their  charge,  furnish  temporary  relief,  send  to  the  city  fanii  such 
persons  as  are  entitled,  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  all  purchases 
for  the  use  of  the  house,  and,  when  necessary,  visit  the  farm  and 
examine  into  the  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  house,  try  and 
correct  or  redress  all  grievances  or  cause  of  complaint,  encourage 
the  orderly,  admonish,  rebuke,  punish,  or  cause  to  be  punished, 
the  refractory,  and  see  that  the  superintendant,  his  family  and  all 
under  him  are  each  in  their  respective  places  carefully  perform¬ 
ing  their  duties,  they  shall  make  no  important  changes,  nor  enter 
into  any  important  contract,  without  the  direction  or  approbation 
of  the  board,  and  they  shall  make  a  report  to  the  board,  at  the 
the  end  of  each  month — either  themselves  or  through  the  secre¬ 
tary,  of  their  proceedings  during  the  month. 

SECTION  12. 

Duties  of  the  Farm  Committee. 

The  Farm  Committee  shall  take^ charge  of  the  city  farm  and 
conduct  the  farming  operations,  hire  the  necessary  hands  for  that 
purpose,  and  make  such  purchases,  under  the  directions  of  the 
board,  as  may  be  necessary,  or  required  for  the  use  of  the  farm, 
cause  the  superintendant  to  employ  the  inmates  in  such  labor  as 
they  may  be  competent  to  perform,  supervise  the  Alms  House 
while  they  are  on  the  farm,  and  give  such  directions  to  the  super¬ 
intendant  as  they  may  consider  necessary  for  the  good  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  same,  and  submit  a  report  of  their  proceedings  to 
the  board  monthly. 

SECTION  13. 

Duties  of  the  Building  and  Real  Estate  Committee. 

The  committee  on  buildings  aiid  real  estate,  shall  have  charge  . 
of  such  buildings  as  may  be  erected  on  the  city  farm,  make  such 
contracts,  under  the*direction  of  the  board,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  complete  such  buildings  and  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  board, 
attend  to  the  sale  of  the  lots  now  owned  by  the  corporation,  and 
keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings  to  be  submitted  quarterly  to 
the  board  for  their  approval,  or  oftener  if  required. 

,  SECTION  14. 

Duties  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  shall  examine  and  report  to  the  board 
upon  all  accounts  of  the  corporation  which  may  be  referred  to  it, 
(except  such  as  may  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  any 
of  the  standing  committees,)  attend  to  the  employment  of  counsel 
in  all  legal  cases  which  may  require  it,  settle  with  the  collectors 
and  treasurer,  and  report  to  the  board  monthly. 

SECTION  15. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  guardian,  when  informed  of  a  ease 


40  ' 


of  destitution,  to  go  himself,  immediately,  and  make  the  neces¬ 
sary  enquiries  into  the  same,  and  act  as  the  necessity  of  the  case 
may  require,  by  affording  temporary  relief  or  sending  to  the  farm, 
as  he  may  think  best,  but  in  case  it  be  not  convenient  for  the 
guardian  thus  applied  to,  to  pay  the  necessary  attention  the  case 
may  demand,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  have  the  secretary  notified 
of  the  same,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  and  report  to  some 
of  the  acting  committee,  while  it  is  the  duty  of  each  guardian  to 
afford  temporary  relief  in  cases  of  immediate  distress,  it  is  desi¬ 
rable,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion  and  imposition,  that  all  moneys 
should  pass  through  the  acting  committee  for  the  time  being,  no 
monthly  allowance  to  be  made  unless  at  meetings  of  the  board, 
all  applicants  for  permanent  relief  shall  be  sent  to  the  farm,  ex¬ 
cept  in  those  cases  where  the  condition  of  the  individual  might 
require  another  course  by  reason  of  sickness  or  some  other  cause, 
or  where  the  required  aid  would  be  much  less  afforded  at  their 
respective  residences. 


'  RULES, 

For  the  government  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  relief  and 
employment  of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  revised 
October  V^th,  1850. 


SECTION  1. 

The  President  shall  take  the  chair  at  the  hour  appointed,  if  a 
quorum  be  present,  call  the  members  to  order,  when  the  roll  shall 
be  called  and  the  absentees  noted,  after  which  no  member  shall 
depart  without  leave  of  the  president. 

SECTION^2. 

In  case  the  president  be  absent,  at  any  of  the  meetings  of  the 
guardians,  the  members  present  shall  choose  one  pro  tempore, 
who  shall  be  invested  tvith  the  same  power  and  priveleges,  and 
and  shall  be  competent  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  president. 

SECTION  3. 

After  the  roll  has  been  called,  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
shall  be  read  and,  if  necessary,  corrected,  and  when  approved 
the  order  of  business  shall  be 
1st  unfinished  business, 

2d  report  of  committees, 

3d  application  for  supplies, 

4th  original  business. 
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SECTION  4. 

No  debate  shall  be  entered  into  on  any  motion,  unless  it  be 
seconded  and  the  question  stated  from  the  chair;  and  all  motions 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing  if  requested  by  the  president  or  any 
two  members,  and  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on 
any  question  without  leave  of  the  board,  and  when  he  does  speak 
he  shall  rise  and  address  the  president. 

SECTION  5. 

Whilst  a  subject  is  under  consideration  no  motion  shall  be 
made,  except  to  amend,  divide,  commit,  or  postpone  it;  but 
motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order,  and  shall  be  decided 
without  debate,  and  no  amendment  shall  be  in  order  which  tends 
to  destroy  the  general  sense  of  the  clause  or  motion  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

SECTION  6. 

All  questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  president,  but 
an  appeal  may  be  taken  by  any  two  members  present,  which 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

SECTION  7. 

All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president,  unless  the 
board  shall  otherwise  determine;  he  shall  vote  on  all  questions, 
but  not  debate  thereon  without  leave  of  the  board. 

SECTION  8. 

The  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  any  two  members,  if  made  before  the  decision  of  the 
question  has  been  announced  by  the  president,  and  no  motion 
for  reconsideration  shall  be  in  order  unless  made  and  seconded  by 
members  who  voted  in  the  majority,  nor  then,  unless  made  at  the 
same  or  next  meeting  after  the  decision. 

SECTION  9. 

The  board  shall  meet  regularly  on  the  last  Friday  of  every 
month,  at  such  hour  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  agreed  upon, 
and  oftener,  when  the  business  of  the  board  may  seem  to  require 
it,  and  at  such  hour  as  may  be  designated. 

SECTION  10. 

These  bye-laws  and  rules  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  board,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present,  provided  that  notice  of  any  proposed  alteration  or 
amendment  shall  be  given  at  the  monthly  meeting  previous  to  the 
same  being  acted  on  by  the  board. 
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